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Teo (4lh left) launching the drug awareness 
roadshow while Jainab (3rd left) and others look on. 
Drug awareness roadshow 
KUDAT: Drugs is t h e coun t ry ' s No. 1 
enemy tha t m u s t be add res sed i m m e d i -
ately for it could dest roy the f u t u r e of t he 
younge r genera t ion , said Minister of Spe-
cial Tasks Datuk Teo Chee Kang. 
Teo said d r u g add ic t ion cases was o n 
t h e rise every year especial ly a m o n g 
t eenage s t u d e n t s and school leavers. 
"Wha t ' s m o r e s a d d e n i n g is t h a t t h e 
issue of d r u g addic t ion also exists a m o n g 
s t u d e n t s at h i g h e r l ea rn ing ins t i tu t ion." 
From the e c o n o m i c po in t of view, Teo 
said a s t udy c o n d u c t e d by Universi t i 
Utara Malaysia (UUM) in 2 0 0 9 f o u n d 
t h a t t he g o v e r n m e n t ha s s p e n t RM 8.65 
bil l ion as d i rec t costs in d rug- re la t ed en-
f o r c e m e n t a n d r ehab i l i t a t i on as well as 
indirect costs in t r e a t m e n t a n d cr ime-re-
lated costs t h a t a rose f rom ch ug abuse . 
"This a m o u n t of money s p e n t is suffi-
c ient for t h e g o v e r n m e n t to b u i l d 216 
secondary schools," Teo said w h e n offici-
a t ing at the 'I Am Ohsem' d r u g awareness 
r o a d s h o w he re yesterday. 
Teo, w h o is also Tanjong Kapor Assem-
b lyman , said d r u g add ic t s n o t on ly iso-
la ted themse lves f r o m t h e society, b u t 
were a lso m o r e likely to c o n t r a c t dis-
eases. 
"The m e d i a have o f t e n r e p o r t e d on 
cr imes carr ied out by d r u g addic ts d u e to 
the i r de spe ra t e n e e d to acqu i re drugs." 
In a d d i t i o n , h e said fami l i es of d r u g 
addic t s were forced to suffer humi l i a t ion 
as»well as have to s p e n d a lot of ene rgy 
a n d m o n e y o n t r e a t m e n t for d r u g abuse. 
Teo said the invo lvement of all par t ies 
wou ld enab le the e rad ica t ion , or at least , 
r educ t ion of d r u g a b u s e in the State. 
He said t h e g o v e r n m e n t t h r o u g h the 
Nat ional Ant i -Drugs Agency (AADK) and 
o t h e r re levan t agenc ies has o r g a n i z e d 
various p r o g r a m m e s nat ionwide , includ-
ing Sabah, with the a im to eradicate d r u g 
abuse . 
"These p r o g r a m m e s ref lec t t h e gov-
e r n m e n t ' s c o m m i t m e n t to f igh t against 
t he sp read of chugs in Sabah." 
He said the p r o g r a m m e s served as a 
r e m i n d e r to the society, especially to the 
y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n , a b o u t t h e d a n g e r s 
of d rugs . 
The d r u g awareness r o a d s h o w yester-
day was o r g a n i z e d by Kota Kinabalu 
Court in c o l l a b o r a t i o n wi th t h e Sports , 
Wel fa re a n d Recrea t ion Club of Sabah 
Cour t s ( K e r m a n ) a n d the Ministry of 
C o m m u n i t y D e v e l o p m e n t a n d Con-
s u m e r Affairs. 
Also p r e s e n t a t t he event was Minister 
of C o m m u n i t y D e v e l o p m e n t a n d Con-
s u m e r Affairs, Datuk Ja inab A h m a d Ayid. 
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